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SUBJECT: Ideas and Prejudices of Prince Abdullah bin Abdul Rahman. 
Dowrtacas - / Chiro =o : Cheat a 


- / 8. -/ LOSI mae 

While his ~ to cail on Prince Abdullah bin Abdul Rahman, the King's 
uncle and a leading member of the Conncil of Ministers, have so far not been 
realized, the reporting officer has had occasion to talk to a number of close 
associates of Prince Abdullah in Riyadh recently. The following is an abstract of 
the information provided by these sources: 






abet 





1. Prince Abdullah is hypercritical of Great Britain and only slightly 
less so of the U.S. He claims Saudi Arabia has no enemies, ana this 
includes Russia, but he professes to hate Communism. 


Re Prince Abdullah is violent on the subject of Palestine and blames 
the U.S. almost entirely for the creation of Israel. Saudi Arabia has 
done much for the U.S. whereas the so-called friendship of the U.S. 
has been worth nothing to Saudi Arabia. Early in 1957, when the King 
visited the U.S., His Majesty went out on a limb in favor of U.5S.- 
Middle Kast policy; the U.S. repaid him by "letting him down" there- 
after. The U.S. is, therefore, to blame for the disasterous loss of 
prestige that His Majesty underwent in ensuing months. 


ms 
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3. Prince Abdullah believes that Riyadh should be kept ciosed to 
foreigners, ail of whom are untrustworthy and represent a liability in 
terms of security and the "bad habits" they teach the local people 
(e.g. liberty, an urge for the better things of life, republicanism, 
éte). The coups thai have taken place recently in neighboring 
countries were the direct or indirect result of foreign influence. 
Once admitted into the country, foreign influence cannot be controlled 
and it would eventually destroy the present regime in Saudi Arabia. 
Riyadh should remain “closed" even if this entails maintaining the 
status quo indefinitely. Prince Abdullah professes to believe that 
economic and so¢jal stagnation is better than progress at the risk 
of death (as long as he is allowed to live at the level to which he 
has become accustomed). 


=a 
QU 
” 


he Prince Abdullah is hignly critical of Aramco which he elaims is __ 
providing Saudi Arabia with only a fraction of the benefits #ight- 


fully due the country. 7 
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Comment: 


Prince Abdullah's views are generally expressed in the form of long 
monologues djrected at the many visitors to his palace each evening in Riyadh. 
As an arch conservative and one of the richesi men in Saudi Arabia, his 
diatribes against the West and its "imperialism", the oil company, and foreigners 
in general (without whom he would still be a penniless bedouwin sheikh) are 
intemperate. Apparentiy, one of his frequent visitors to most quickly trigger 
such outpourings is HAR. St. John Philby who, nevertheless, always appears to 
come back for more. Prince Abdullah is also known for his querulous nature; as 
Jamal Bey Hussaini puts it “he tfirows dirt in everyone's face". Considered at 
the beginning of King Sand's reign as one of the most influential members of 
the inner Saud family circle, rrince Abdullah's influence, according to 
reliable observers, has declined significantly of late, although he attends 


sessions of the Council of Ministers morg frequently an. ay the beginning 
of Faisal's take-over last March 


Donald R. Heath 


cc: Amcongen DHAHRAN 
Dept: Please pouch to Arab Caps, London 
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SUBJECT: Saudi Decter Comments en Prince Faisal's Health 


- 


| Dr. Hani Tamini, a physician at the Saudi Quarantine Station, 
recently commented to the PAO, Jidda: 


"Faisal's health is really bad. I weuldn't give him five more 
years to live." ° 


Comment : 


‘This contrasts with the statement of Faisal's American doctor 
who last summer thought Faisal should live eight or ten _ more. 
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RMR TO: Secretary of State 
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, NO: 623, January 3, Noon. 


I understand King will receive me on or about January 10 in 
Jidda. If Secretary or President have any message, would 
appreciate receipt soonest. Intend tell him that both Sec- 
retary and President welcome his news and views. 
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5 King sent message from Medina January 2 via trusted 
\s personal servant that he wished invite Embassy's 
‘NR attention to Saudi radio and press reports of ent 
: thusiastic reception he receiving in Medina and ~ 
"OP northern province. Messenger said King particularly a 
TRC gratified by popular reaction to his. current visit 
; to north; speculated real purpose of message was to e 
QCB "counter rumors Embassy undoubtedly would be hearing = 
USTA that people are not with King." _ 
CIA ~ 
ARMY Jamel Bey Hussaini recently told Embassy officer in i 
NAY Riyadh King especially popular in Medina where he Pf 
AIR has since accession to throne materially assisted ol 
city after long neglect by his father Abdul Aziz. Te) 
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SIU a \)9 ' 
SEER Hse NE ASIMLE 
= i 1\ ROYAL EMBASSY OF SAUDI ARABIA 


WASHINGTON 8,D C 


The Ambassador of Saudi Arabia presents his . 
compliments to The Honorable The Secretary of State and 


has the honor to enclose the Foreign Official Notification Status 


forms for the following: 


V 
l. HL. R.H. Prince Khalid Faisal 


.R.H, Prince Abdul Rahman Faisal 
*R.H. Prince Saad Faisal 


4. H.R.H. Prince Bender Faisal 


5. H.R.H. Prince Turki Faisal 7 


6. Mr. Abdullah Theneyan 


7. Mr. Mansour Theneyan. 
The five princes mentioned above are sons of His Royal 
Highness, Crown Prince Faisal, Prime Minister and Foreign Minister 
of Saudi Arabia, and the latter two names trefer to the two companions 
of the princes who are also students at the Hun School of Prifgeton. 
oO 
d 
The Ambassador of Saudi Arabia avails himself of a 
opportunity to renew to The Honorable The Secretary of State the 
assurances of his highest consideration. 


No. 102. 
January 9, 1959. 








The Acting Seeretary of State presents bie compliments 
to Hie Eugellemey the Ambaseader of Saudi Arebie and has 
the henexr te aeknewledge the receipt of his note Ho. 108 


dated January 9, 1969 twenamitting Forms Ho. DS-394 for: 





Department of State, 


Weamingtems popruary 19, 1959 


U/PR:GScriven 
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a SENT DEPARTMENT 638; REPEATED INFORMATION LONDON 31, DHASR 

c King received me private audience following reception Diplomatic 

10 Corps yesterday. I said we had heard of his warm reception in 

INR Medina and Jidda. While it was what we had expected it was 

pia pleasant news for his friends. 


I gave him information on Yemen contained in DEPTEL No. 6/70, 
January 5. He did not refer to our last interview in which he 
told me he had report that Imam of Yemen was dead but said his 
most recent information was that Imam was very ill indeed but 
that he might last on for some time. 


To my inquiry he replied he was extremely pleased with his inter- 
view with Hammerskjold whom he found to be a man of "wisdom and 

calm. The great desire and policy of Saudi Arabia was peace for 
which Hammerskjold was an efficient worker. He had discussed the 
Saudi boundaries dispute with the British protected Persion Gulf 
Shaikdoms and had told Hammerskjold that SAG would like to settle 
this matter informally with Britain but failing that he would {2 
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have to place it in the hands of the UN, Then he said to me "of 
course if that remains without result then we must protect our 

rights by our own forces''. In conclusion he said that his famil 
had a tradition of friendly relations with Britain and he hoped 


that the talks over the disputed area could be resumed; it was 
Britain who had broken off the conversations. 
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eae From Jidda 


NEDERLANDSCHE HANDEL-MAATSCHAPPIJ, N.V. 
. (Netherlands Trading Society) 
DJEDDAH 


December 3], 1958 


Dear Sir: 
We herewith inferm you that yeur acceunt on our beeks shows 
a balance ef: 


(Riyals four uiltien only) 


in yeur faveur after clese ef teday's business. 


HAMDEL-MAATSCHAPPIJ, NV 
a ‘ 
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SUBJECT King Saud Visits the Hejaz 


Centinuing his pregram ef placing himself in the public eye, King Saud vieteones 
Hejaz in Jamary 1959. His receptiens in Medina (January 1-8), Jidda (Jmuary 10-1), 
and Mecca (January 15-19} were accempanied by mere publicity and festivity than in 
any ef his previeus visits. Streets were decerated with banners and triumphal arches 
anda every stere and taxi cab carried at least ene green flag with white swerds (the 
fine ter failure te shew a flag was SR 40). Tents were set up aleng the reads and 
in the varieus urban quarters te receive him. Saud shewed surprising viger in keep- 
ing a crewded schedule of luncheens, dinners, receptiens, and appearances in each N 
city. wen Jidda had a festive air during the visit, with Yemeni dancing perfermed 
in tents er in the epen: in the varieus quarters. 


Mecca gave the warmest welceme, accerding te reperts, the crewds shewing cen- 
siderable enthusiasm and.using the eccasion as an excuse fer festivities usually 
prehibited by Wahabbi merality. 


On his departure frem Mecca fer a teur ef the Qahtan and Ataiba tribal areas, 
(January 19) Saud gave an unexpected address expressing his pleasure at his 
receptien in the Hejaz and assuring his centinued devetien te guiding the prepres. 
ef his peeple. 
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Cemment : 


Like his recent visits te Al-Kharj, the Eastern Prevince, and the Nerth- 
Eastern desert, Saud's visit te Qassim and the Hejaz are te increase his pepularity 
ameng the tribes amd urban peeple ef the varieus regiens ef the Kingdem. The Embassy 
believes that the present trip has had censiderable success and that his prestige 
amehg the masses in the Hejaz has increased neticeably. Upper class Saudis and 
Levantine businessmen had a generally indifferent attitude teward the whele affair, 
but partig¢ipated in the entertainment ef His Majesty. The King's e it is 
said te be that his brethers ignered the visit cempletely. Other me ef the ~ 
Reyal "amily did net participate in the celebration. The King's pep ty en this 
teur was helped by his distributien ef meney (repertedly, several 
te peeple and institutiens, his paying ef diyah (fines fer accidental 
the destitute, and his fergiving ef repayment ef state leans te eee 
villages. King Caud was persenally delighted at t 
particularly in Mecca. " 
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~ 
ithe Six Saudi Princes Give Up Part of Their State Income “ “4 ~ % x 
° 1S 
| Six brothers of King Saud renounced a part of their state salaries estimated by > 
the Embassy at 25%,in a move announced just before the issuance of the state budget - 
on J 14, 1959. Each gave up SR 8000 monthly plus SR 40,000 from their annual _ 
salary ‘total for the six of SR 816,000 ($217,000) per year. ~., 
The six princes, all children of the late King Abdul Aziz 1bn Saud, are ‘lalal i 
and Nawwaf (full brothers); Abdul Muhsin and Badr (whose mothers were sisters, being = 
daughters of Saad ibn Abdul Muhsin Al-Sudairi); and Abdullah and Fawwaz. oid 
Arafat, the newspaper which made this announcement, devoted most of the front a 


page of its January 12, 1y59 issue to praise of this "historic noble action (which) 
means that they have sympathetically understood the feelings of the people, partic - 
ularly during this period of financial difficulty tor the country". 


In its next weekly issue, commenting on the budget, Aratat's front pare 
editorial concluded that the reduction in the royal budget by King Saud and Prince 
Faisal with the action of the six princes showed that the royal family really had 
the public interest in mind. The princes' action was only one of many whichwre 
well known and acclaimed in Riyadh, the editor wrote. 


The latter issue of Aratat, however, contained the following letter of aenial 
from LYrince Nawwaf to the editor of Arafat: 


"I am one of them (i.e. the Princes), and I don't know how the news 
reached you. This we did not intend, nor did we do this in pursuit of 
publicity, since we believe that what we did was not a great thing. Duty is 
much greater, and the right of the people is even greater still. 


"The paper said that we entered history through the proper door. On the 
basis of what did we enter history? On the basis of a small right of the 
people having been restored to them? No, we have not entered Ristoryyet. 
History will be entered by him who restores the full right of peo 


‘ 






w 


My Greetings, 
(Signed) Nawwaf 
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Comment: 


Many educated Hejazis believe that the Princes made a virtue of necessity 

by planting such a story in Arafat (the only paper to publish 1t) while in fact 
they were forced to cut their salaries by Prince !'aisal. However, the move can 
also be interpreted as the action of six wealthy princes®not dependent on their 
salaries who, with or without aisal's connivance, are attempting to prod other 
members of the royal family to follow suit. According to Prince Talal's secretary 
the money is not simply to be rejected, but is to be turned over by the Princes to 
a fund tor industrial development in the Kingdom Thus it seems to be independent 
of any budgetary cuts in the salaries the Princes receive. 


It is significant that these Princes number among them the prime supporters 
of Prince Faisal prior to and since his take over as the active head of the Saudi 
Government last March. This suggests that their publicized action in "volunteer- 
ing" part of their income to the state may be a counter move by the Faisal faction 
to the King's current "my money for my people" campaign. 


Donald R. Heath 


®The Talal branch of the royal family, for example, is reported to possess money 
and properties worth 80 million pounds sterling. 
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FROM — : American Consulate ueneral, DIA ‘RAL 











For Dept. 
Use Only 










SUBJECT: Fossible Visit by Kins to Al Qaysum 


Abowt s'cbruary };, 1959 : co was notiriecd by the jmirate, . astern lrovince, 
that the lin; was proposin:;; to scnd a group of his dav_ji:ters to visit al Yaysmah 
and wanted six villas reserved for them. The Company replicd that Jaysumah was a 
primitive place ani that tiere vere not six villas oongreee They orfered the 
rest house and one villa. On february 38 Lhe Company wes told that tue Kins, himself, 
ant a party of 100 planned to zo to day sumah <rithin “he reek: and 'rould spend nearly 
a month there. A request was ::ade for the rest house, two villas and as any tents 
as “mould be needed. 


6Svi-c/ll°v9Osl 


framco began preraring the compound at Jayswaah for tne visit. ‘Tenta;'e tras 
hauled trom Dhahran an? Yood was pein:: readied to te trucked in. The Voupany is 
supposed to “et a three-day notice to place the carn in final shape. 


In the seantime the Company began tryin; to discover cthrouch: its tiyadh 
representative, ‘hat the Kins actually plans to do. io one close to the hing 
would admit Imnowin,; atout a forthcoming: trip. In the Anirate in Darmiam no further 
in formation could be elicited. 


Corment: ‘he pi ichenieapeess o. the tain. in Jaysumah as a I art ot his whistle stop 


campaizn to increase ‘:is popularity; -roul. not be surprisin_. ‘Nowever, Ararico is 
worri re lest he cvance his mind anc leave vie company oldie a bill for 30,000 
which the setting up of the Qaysfmah camp will cost. Thus far tie company has 


moved on verbal directions from the Amirate and has no letter of authority in hand. 


Veco de 


. Lee K. Schwinn 
Den SHea Task 
Dept please pass to Zmerican Consul General 


AnConsulate, MUJAIT 
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‘ Control: 647 
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TO: Secretary of State -4 
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So 
W 
- ; SENT DEPARTMENT 839, REPEATED INFORMATION DHAHRAN 439 
C Belgian Charge learned today from German medical friend brought 
TNR suddenly to Saudi Arabia as TB specialist for royal family that 
H King has made definite plans visit Germany for two weeks in near ~ 
EUR future (after Ramadan) in order see ailing daughter under treat- © 
TRC ment in Fribourg. Ailing daughter under treatment by associate Oo 
of German specialist now in Jidda. This first inkling Embassy na 
CIA has received this plan which also known by German Legation here. _ 
I was informed by head Foreign Office last night that King now = 
in Mecca and intends return Riyadh on second day of holidays ~ 
following end of Ramadan. Find it difficult believe both Faisal f 
and King would be out of country at same time, but believe if King! 
does depart it reflects royal family confidence in stability of — 
regime. a 
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SP 
C EMBTEL 839, April 1. 
INR 4y 
H Steffen, German Counselor, informed me public reason for 8) 
EUR King's forthcoming visit Germany will be see ailing daughter, & 
reference telegram, but real reason according confidence - 
German eye specialist called in examine King this week is a 
for detailed eye examination and possible treatment try stop ae 
progressive deterioration leading to total blindness. Steffen ~~ 
understands King despondent and will leave for Germany fortnight iN 
in aboyt a month. Rumor of King's impending German trip see ’ 
daughtér now suq rumor. as 
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H Steffen, GermafaCounselor, informed me public reason for wa 
EUR King's forthe visit Germany will ‘be. see ailing daughter, ( 
reference tel , but real reason according confidence ci 
German eye s alist called in examine King this week is % 
for detailed ey@.examjnation and possible, treatment try stop sai 
progressive deterioration leading to total blindness. Steffen “4 
understands King despondent and will leave for Germany Ny 
fortnight in about @ month. Rumor of King's impending German 
trip see daughter now’ suq* rumor. ‘ ' 
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TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, WASHINGTON. April 6, 1959 A 


DeuINIeH eq XY 


WEA PH 5 Mal hots [hee - £f-5 276-7 BIGS-/ 


Use Only REC'D F OTHE 


~h£, S74’ o 


USS” OFFICIAL OF SAUDI BROADCASTING SERVICE REAFFIRMS BELIEF KING SAUD INTENDS 
REASSERT ACTIVE LEADERSHIP. > 


On April , 1959, Moussa Mujadade, an official of the Saudi Arabian 
Goverment Broadcasting Service who acted as personal publicity agent for 
the King on some of his tours of the country, reaffirmed to an Embassy 
officer his conviction that the King still intends to reassert primary 
leadership in the conduct of Saudi affairs. He said the King was well 
satisfied with the results of his efforts to increase his popularity in 
the provincial areas and believed his position to be strong. Mr. Mujadade 
concurred, citing the following reasons: 


1. The key to power in Saudi Arabia is control of the tribes and 
the village dwellers, and King Saud has their support. He is popular 
with these pe@ple because of his ostentatious munificence and his 
common touch, a quality much appreciated among the simple desert and 
country folk. They have no foreign political interests and no 
important stake in the economy of the country and are governed in 
their loyalties by what they personally gain from their leaders. 


2. Dissatisfaction with the King and his regime centers primarily 
among the merchants and townsfolk. They are unable, however, to 
influence the tribes and villagers because they make no secret of 
their contempt for these simple, illiterate people. A political 
union between the two groups is unlikely so long as urbanites continue 
to treat the country people as inferiors. 


Nore, Severn ty, 


Joseph Sweeney 
Charge d'Affaires ad interim 
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BANK STATEMENT OF KING'S RIYAL ACCOUNT UNDER STABILIZATION FUND 


Enclosed is a copy of the statement of the King's riyal account 
under the stabilisation fund for the period ering March 31, 1959. 


For the Charge d'Affaires ad interim: 


Di Rhian “RE See 


William D. Toomey 
Second Secretary of Embassy 
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UNCLASSIFIED Encl. No.2 _ 
~ (Classification): . Desp. No._ #23 
¥ . From_ _ Jidda 


NEDERLANDSCHE HANDEL-MAATSCHAPPIJ, N.V. 
(Netherlands Trading Society) 
DJEDDAH, S, A. 


March 31, 1959 


Dear Sir: 

We herewith inform you that your account on our books shows a balance 
of Rise },000,000.00 (Saudi Riyals Four Millions) in your favour after close 
of today's business. 


NEDERLANDSCHE HANDEL-MAATSCHAPPIJ, N.V. 
DJEDDAH AGENCY 


TO: H.M. THE KING OF SAUDI ARABIA 
( STABILIZATION FUND ) ; 
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Cc EMBTEL 846 APRIL 4, ine 
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H KING DEFINITELY PLANS VISIT GERMANY IN THREE OR FOUR WEEKS, ; 

EUR ACCORDING TUBAISHI, ROYAL CONFIDANT, BEFORE KING MAKES FINAL A 
DECISION ABOUT GERMAN TRIP WILL REVIEW DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN ‘ (3) 
SITUATION AND WOULD NOT MAKE TRIP IF ANY INDICATION HE SHOULD yan 
REMAIN, CERTAINLY WOULD NOT LEAVE SAUDI ARABIA IF USG WERE TO a 
GIVE ANY INDICATION THOUGHT HE SHOULD NOT, PRIMARY PURPOSE = 
IS VACATION AND TO SEE AILING DAUGHTER NURA WHO IS HIS FAVORITE, s 
KING RECENTLY HAD EYE EXAMINATION BY GERMAN SPECIALIST IN RIYADH a 
AND WILL PROBABLY HAVE ANOTHER IN GERMANY, BUT TUBAISHI WAS ; 
ADAMANT THAT THERE IS NO NEW DIFFICULTY OR DETERIORATION IN HIS * 
MAJESTY'S SIGHT, VOLUNTEERING THAT HE SERVED AS INTERPRETER ‘O 
IN SECRET EYE EXAMINATION OF KING ARRANGED BY USG AT WALTER 
REED HOSPITAL, TUBAISH!| CLAIMED KING RELATIVELY CAREFULLY FOL- 

LOWED ADVICE GIVEN AT THAT TIME IN USE OF GLASSES AND MEDICINE 
(EMBASSY UNAWARE. THIS EXAMINATION AND WOULD APPRECIATE ANY 
INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO DEPARTMENT), 
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King was given eye examination during visit although Department ; 
acl aware this particularly secret. Medicine and various kinds glasses 
were prescribed. 


You may inform Tubaishi we believe King's trip Germany mtter for. 
King decide as he best judge situation Saudi Arabia. 
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SUBJECT Sudanese Charge Believes Kisg Will Reassert leadership 7/9 

) a 

Qn April 6, 1959, Suleiman Babikr, Charge d'Affaires of the Sudanese Embassy | 
in Jidda, told an Emboff that he believes King Sand will reassert his leadership in 
the conduct of Saudi affairs, but does not know whene He explained that: 
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(1) Friction has existed between King Saud and Prince Faisal since the Crown -~| 
Prince took over primary powers in the spring of 1958 The major reason for the o4) 
split is the desire of King Saud to have one of his sons succeed him on the throne. () 
This would mean displacing Prince Faisal and naming a new Crow Prince. Faisal, 
however, favors keeping the throne in the hands of the sons of the deceased King 
Abdul Asise Since they are numerous, this policy would render the accession of any -- 
of King Saud's sons unlikely. _ 
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(2) A secondary reason for bad feeling between the royal beothers is the King'p. 

dislike of the Crow Prince's pro~Nasser inclinations. This facter probably weighs | 

less heavily on the King's mind since the Commmist seizure of power in Iraq Fear (:) 

of the Iraqi.Commnist menace may account for the recent improvement of relations () 

between the two brotherse Nevertheless, despite this fear, King Saud still dislikes 
and distrusts Nasser and would prefer to remain aloof from him 


(3) To safeguard his position and that of his heir, King Saud intends to 
reassert his leadership in Saudi Arabia. He. has the strength to de so now. This 
strength is concentrated in the Nejd and is built upon the support of the tribal 
shaikhs and the non-urban elements of the populations which are the key to power 
in Saudi Arabia. The King also has the backing of the Mujahiddine (White Army) 
which is stronger than the regular army. 


(4) The people of the Hejas are a neutral element. As merchants and city 
dwellers they are interested above all in personal profit. Any Government which 
assures the stability necessary for commerce to flourish is satisfactory to theme (© 
If anything, they prefer the King to the Crown Prince, whose financial and economic). 
restrictions have harmed businesse ui > 


(5) Three factors impede ne King's return to powers First, Prince Faisal 
will oppose such a move with political maneuvers; he lacks a afficient following 
te eppese it by fercee Second, some prineds do not favor it because they believe £ 
it advantageous to have a balanced leadership shared by Prince Faisal and the 
Kinge Others, with commercial interests, however, would prefer to see an 8nd.to 
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CONFIDENTIAL 7 
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Faiseal's restrictive finanial policiese Third, the King is aware that the mve 
against Faisal may create a bad impression at home “=< abroad as heralding a ret 
te the days of easy spending. 


COMMENT 





Mre Babikr, who came to Jidda from a tour of duty in Bonn, has been in Saudi 
Arabia only seven months. He has profitted from the tutelage ef his former 
Anbassader, Mahjoub Maccawi, who was particularly well informed. He is politically 
acute amd appears earnest, sincere and anxious to be friendlys As a Moslem he has 


The evening before his 
comversation with the reporting officer he attended an iftar in Mecca given by a 
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G Davies of ARAMCO explained that King had requested his 

SP organization"secretly arrange charter of planet take His 

iad Majesty Germany on May 7, 1959. Trip will be for two 


weeks and purpose to see ailing daughter. King laid 
strict conditions of secrecy about these arrangements 
until he authorized release information. 
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IRC Ref: Beirut Tel 198 > 
CIA 
Despite conflicting reports Emb understands Faisal was ill but = 
indisposition due tooth ache and fatigue rether than stomach aliment: O 
1) Muller, Aranco Govt Relations rep in Riyadh reliably informed Crown Prince. 
looked poorly and suffering from face swelling upon return from Beirut ~~ 
April 8 2) Source close to King contradicted thie saying Faisal hail and 
hearty and participated in sword dance April 10 at Saudi Army ‘Id celebration, 
He contended Crown Prince not sick in Beirut and held meetings Arab League _ 
delegates in his hotel room for sake privacy. 3) USMIM Commandant in 
Riyadh confirmed participation Faisal in sword dance, but said he did so b 
reluctantly ani under pressure from younger princes. i) Davies, Aramco 
Board Chairman, who saw Faisal in Riyadh April 10-11 said he did not look a 
well and had to take to bed after exertion sword dance. 5) Shaikh Ahmad 0) 
Abdul Jabbar, Chief Prince Faisal's Diwan, said Crown Prince sutfered from (> 
infected tooth in Beirut and held several meetings AL in hotel room (O 
Antibiotic used caused vomiting, Faisal now better but must have oral 
surgery removal wisdom poth. 
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THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, WASHINGTON. 








SUBJECT: 


Narrow Escape of Sultan's Brother. 


| The Gulf Daily Times of Sunday, April 12, 1959, carries the fol! owing | 
item da ed Saturday, April 11, 1959, from Muscat: 


"NEAR ESCAPE .OR SULTAN'S BROTHER 
" 
MUSCAT, Saturday. aha Tariq bin Taimur, brother of the Sultan and 
liaison Cfficer for the Muscat Government in Oman, excaped injury this 
week wien a land mine exploded under his Landrover in the suburb of 


al-Jailah village in central Oman. i, 
"Sayid Tariq was going to Muscat to spend the Id holiday. His car G) 


was severely damaged, 


ty 

"It is believed the mine was planted during the days of the abortive 
rebellion in Oman." . 

Sayid Tariq is a half-brother of Sultan Said bin Taimur. His mother is 
Turkish, and he had some of his education in Europe, where he learned to speak 
German as well as linglish. He is about thirty-five years old. 


Although manifestly capable and energetic, Tariq was not trusted by the 

Sultan, who gave him only minor jobs until the rebellion took place on the 
Jebel Akhdar. When the Sultan in May, 1958, departed Muscat for Salalah, 

© he called Sheikh Ahmed bin Ibrahim, the Minister of Interior, from Nizwa to 
keep shop in Muscat, and Tariq was sent to Nizwa. He apparently seized the 
opportunity to show his mettle, for he won the regard of the British officers 
seconded to the Muscat Armed Forces, and he apparently had success with the 
inhabitants of the region. 
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| Before the fast of Ramadan HM King Sa'ud was invited by the | 
leaders of al Murrah to be a guest of the tribe. Radio Mecca reports 
that the King took his private train, on April 18, to al Kharj where 
he was greeted yas town's Amir, army officers, and prominent 
citizens." His Majesty spent the afternoon:in al-Hayathin, a settle- 
ment near al-Kharj, where he was given a luncheon by Shaikh Hashim ibn 
ene banquet was given in the same town by Shaikh Falah 

ushrif. 


On Sunday, April 19, the King took his train to Haradh in the 
Eastern Province "to inspect the conditions of al Murrah tribe." At 
‘Ain Haradh he was greeted by the leaders of the tribe led by Amir 
Sa'tud ibn Jiluwi, Governor of the Eastern Province (who had been flown 
to the appointment in an Aramco DC3). With these aboard,the train 

continued to Siding 5, about 47 kms south of al Huftif where he was 
greeted by Amir ‘Abd al-Muhsin ibn Jiluwi, governor of al Huftif, Shaikh 
Nasir ibn Thani, and leaders of al-Murrah: Jabir ibn Hinzab, Hamad 
al-Butain, Muhammad abu Laila, al-Sa''aq ibn Hudhailah, and Saiim ibn 
Hadfah. There were also prominent leaders present from the tribes of 
Bani Hajir, Bani Khalid, nan org and al-Dawasir. A party of Aramco 
officials, headed by the retiring thairman of the Board, Fred Davies, 
came in by plane for the affair. 


6Scec-v7/ lL *y¥oaz Dewey eq ysn 


A majlis was set up, coffee made and a luncheon of 200 sheep and 
four camels was served. to the King and his party. This meal was 
sponsored by a group of al-Murrah amirs. There was a ride-by by a 
spontaneously organized camel corps, Sword danfes, and many bedouin 
poems and songs completed the enertainment. 


After the luncheon the King and a large party rode on to al-Hufuf 
to "inspect the new palace.". He then returned to Siding 5 to rest. 
In the evening another 200 sheep banquet was presented His Majesty, , 
this time by Shaikh Faisal apn Naqadan, a leader of =n Tel 
it 


GMO 


dinner was preceded by rec} ions of several poems and ‘a trib 
dance." After dinner the “ing returned to Riyadh. 
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Aramco officials woh were at Siding 5 report that the King 
was happy, in good spirits and in good health. The crowd, some 
2,000 people, were enthusiastic. 


Comment: No letup in the whistle-stop campaign. 
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REFERENCE EMBTEL 862, 


OMAR SAGGAF , HEAD FOREIGN OFFICE, CONFIDED TODAY (PROTECT 
SOURCE) HE DID NOT BELIEVE KING WOULD MAKE CONTEMPLATED TRIP 
TO GERMANY, CLAIMED FAISAL ATTEMPTING DISSUADE KING ON BASIS 
HE COULD NOT MAKE TRIP WITHOUT SPENDING CLOSE TO $1,000,000 
FOR CHARTER OF AIRPLANES, HIRING OF ENTIRE HOTEL AND GIFTS 
AND PURCHASES ENROUTE, WHICH WOULD BE NOTED IN INTERNATIONAL 
PRESS, FAISAL INSISTED IF KING WANTS MEDICAL ADVICE HE FREE 
TO REQUEST’ ANY DOCTOR IN WORLD COME JIDDA, EXAMINE AND 

TREAT HIM AT SAG*S EXPENSE, IF KING WANTS MAKE TRIP SOLELY 
FOR PLEASURE, FAISAL HAS STATED NOW |S NOT TIME FOR PLEASURE, 
ACCORDING SAGGAF, WHILE SIZE KING*S EXPENSE ON TRIP IMPORTANT 
FACTOR, MAIN REASON FAISAL ATTEMPTING DISSUADE HIM IS BECAUSE 
IN SUCH A SITUATION KING WOULD BE AVAILABLE FOR ALL KINDS 


OF PEOPLE TO SEE HIM AND KING SOMETIMES TAKEN IN BY NEW APPROACH, 
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King Saud's Address to His Subjects During Id al-Fitr, 1959 (April 8-11)- ~- “i 








SUBJECT 


| King Saud's annual speech to his subjects on the occasion of the post-lamadan 

feast, Id al-Fitr, (April 8-11,1959) called for progress through strict adherence 

to the tenets of Islam. He said, "My main objective in governing is to proceed with 

you to the heights of glory and dignity, in order to attain the level of the : 

developed countries, and to raise our standard of living by means that would agree Ni 

with our religion". As usual in such speeches, the King refrained from any signifi- Pe 

cant policy statements, although at this time it might well have been appropriate 

for the Keeper of the Holy Places to express some concern at the Communist threat Ses 

in Iraq, particularly in view of prior statements by the head of Al-Azhar and other poe 

Moslem religious leaders. i 
The address received far less prominent coverage than Prince Faisal's interview 

on his return from the Beirut Arab League Political Committee Meeting (Embassy 

Despatch 229) published the same day. The comparison appeared invidious, with the 


King relegated to a ceremonial role speaking religious platitudes while the Crown 
Prince emerged as a statesman in the Arab world. 


King Saud read the, speech himself over the radio, anda his delivery was, in 
the words of one Radio Mecca employee, "embarrassing" and "a disaster". His bad 
eyesight and poor diction led to frequent pauses, often in the middle of a word, 
and made his delivery of this speech particularly ineffective. One Arab commented 
that the King should never be allowed to read his own speeches over the radio. 
Even it delivered by an orator, the religious platitudes in this typical royal 
address proBably would have little effect on educated Saudis, and would evoke only 
ridicule from the more sophisticated Hejazis. 
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ADDRESS BY KING SAUD TO HIS SUBJECTS ON THE 
OCCASION OF ID AL FITR (APril 8-11, 1959) 


As published in Al-Bilad April 13, 1959 
My dear people: 


I thank God the Almighty and request him to accept our fasting and bless us 
in our Id and in all our days. God has allowed us to spend ten blessed days in 
the Holy Mosque, enjoying the neighborhood and circling the Kaaba. We ask God's 
forgiveness and acceptance for us and for you. On this occasion I participate 
in your pleasure in the happy Id, and I pray to God to make it an Id full of 
goodness and pleasure for this country in particular and for the Moslems in general. 


My dear people: 


The tie which joins the governor with his governed people is a strong tie 
based on religion. It involves resorting to God and adhering to his book and the 
Sunna of his prophet Mohammed, may God bless him, and it is based on the principle 
that the strong person is weak before me and the weak person is strong until I 
take justice for him. This is what God and his prophet ordered us to do and we 
will continue to do it with God's help. 


My dear people: 


You know how great my interest in your welfare, progress, and dignity is. 1 
am exerting all possible efforts and 1 share your hopes and your pains. I con- 
sider the old men of you as my fathers, the middle aged as my brothers, and the 
young as my sons. I am doing the best I can to deal with your interests, your 
religion, and your world. I have stayed awake to enable you to slpep and I have 
endeavored so that you could be comfortable. What urges me to do this are three 
things: 1) My duty toward you as my nation. 2) Your great feelings which I have 
witnessed, and your true love and sincere loyalty on many occasions. 3) My main 
objective in governing is to proceed with you to the heights of glory and dignity, 
in order to attain the level of the developed countries, and to raise our standard 
of living by means that would agree with our religion, which we all endeavor to 
maintain firmly. ‘o strengthen its roots we will act as God ordered. "Let no one 
forbid what Allah has granted his servants." We must not forget that this country 
is watched by everyone, that from this country the call to Islam appeared and that 
in this country is the Kaaba, and that the prophet came from here. I thank God and 
praise him for what he has granted to this holy country and 1 thank all parts of the 
Kingdom for the cooperation of its sons, and the peace and sincerity which prevails 
in it. These were granted by the kindness of God and by our adhering to his book 
and the Sunna of his prophet, and by our applying them in all our affairs, major 
and minor, and by our good will, which God knows whether we keep it secret or make 
it public. I ask God to guide us on the right path and to help us to reform the 
country. Accept our best greetings. 
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SUBJECT Lebanese Ambassador Believes oer i Kvents Delaying King Saud's 
Reassertion of Leadership in Saudi Arabia 


| 

On April 28, 1959, Lebanese Ambassador Hussein el Jisr told an Embassy officer 
that King Saud is satisfied that internal conditions are propitious for reasserting 
his primary role in the conduct of Saudi affairs. The King, however, thinks that 
the move would be unwise during the current tensions created by the Communist 
domination of lraq. Ambassador el Jisr made the following observations about the 
King's take-over which he considers inevitable: 


1) Prestige is the basic cause of the triction between the two royal brothers. 
No striking divergencies in points of view divide them and the issues over which 
they disagree are usually trivial. 


2) The shitt in balance of power contemplated by the King will not result in 
an amendment of the organic law governing the form and composition of the Council 
of Ministers. ile will appoint Princes loyal to him personally to head the various 
Ministries, thus guaranteeing himselt a voice in conduct of atfairs of state. Prince 
Fahad, Minister of Uetense, is expected to resign at the time the cabinet reshutfile 
occurs. His place will be taken by Prince Mohammed bin Saud. Prince Talal is 
also among the group of princes who will receive ministerial appointments. 


6SO0e-v7/tl*Vosl 


Ambassador el Jisr like all Lebanese has a deep interest in politics and a 
shrewd eye for the manoeuverings of important political figures. He has made it 
his business to develop friendly relations with many of the members of the Saudi 
royal family. He cited Prince Mohamed as the source tor much of the above infor- 
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INR SENT JIDDA 421, REPEATED INFORMATION DEPARTMENT 617 (>4 
H ; 
EUR ARAMCO completed arrangements April 30 for $2 million pe 
E advance to King for expenses forthcoming trip to Freiburg. Ad- te 
vance to be repaid in approximately eight months in riyal 0 
RMR installments. $100,000 of advance to be placed disposal Saudi in 


Minister in Germany for preliminary preparations visit. Re- 

mainder to be deposited Freiburg May 4. Meanwhile plans for plane— 
charter period between May 9 and May 15 suddenly called off with ~ 
no explanation evening May 20. Report not yet confirmed trip se 
postponed until mid-June. Y 
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- TO: Secretary of State VMs Z i 
G NO: 925, May 6, 9 a.m. v Quo > 
ag ooh 
INR Saggaf, head Foreign Office, confided that five days ago h 
H informed Italian and German Ministers here that Saud would 
EUR go Germany, stopping in Rome on May 9, but following day 
IRC received orders withdraw this information as King's German 
visit cancelled. Said King very much concerned about 
CIA daughter, Nauf, who has completed treatment for burns under fe 
OSD Freiburg specialists and King sent Jamal Husaini to Germany Oo 
ARMy to bring back daughter to Beirut and establish her there. > 
NAVY Saggaf noted that rumors of dispute between King and Faisal . 
AIR over money for this trip were fundamentally correct, but this _ 
kind of difference was not as disturbing as most people thought, — 
RMR since not a difference on plans for future of government. st 
Claims King and Faisal now working more harmoniously to- oI 
gether than at any time since Faisal assumed new responsi- 
bilities and he emphasized this is the truth regardless of 
rumors to contrary. 
Anticipates government reorganization after Haj with appoint- 
ment new Cabinet ministers with Faisal as Prime Minister 
and only member Royal Family in Cabinet. Saggaf noted Khalib 
“bn Abdul Aziz offered governorship of Hejaz but had requested 
e be excused from taking this job as not aegis ine In 
. aggaf's view, this was attempt to give Khalib responsible 
“position and implied he next in line of succession after 
Faisal. 
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IRC King Saud expected arrive Jidda within next three to f 

days to stay until shortly before beginning Haj June 1 
OCB 16. Prince Faisal also expected about same time. Members 
USIA Royal Family already in Jidda. 








~J 
_ CIA 
““OSD King's Pne-Haj visit Jidda later than usual. Reportedly a 
ARMY delayed for economy reasons since shorter visit involves > 
NAVY transportation and accommodation smaller Royal retinue. ° 
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FROM: jidda 
TO: Secretary of State = i 


NO: 1000, June 8, 10 a.m. 





SENT DEPARTMENT 1000, REPEATED INFORMATION DHAHRAN _JJ 


Mohammed Ata Rahman, Second Secretary Pakistan Embassy fan 
Jidda, told Embassy officer on June 6 that both King ang Prince 


got impression from Faisal that King aware need to avoid dis- 
sension which could threaten position of family. 


Faisal aware that split in royal family could jeopardize 

d. nasty. Pakistani Ambassador Aly Akbar Khan talked to vrince ‘an 

Faisal after, latter's recent serious quarrel with King ‘ ay > 
9 - 1?) and asked him about it specifically. Ffaisa’ »lied ° 

that although he might disagree with Ki. Saud was still -_ 
King and had ultimate authority. He iaae ~~ clear © Wo. iu - 

never cause split in royal family. Pakisiai: A..assador also os 
\ 

100) 

O] 

© 


This first report reaching Embassy on expression of views by 
Faisal on iis recent quarrel with King. His attitude consistent 
with his statement to Charge April 21, EMBTEL 887. Embassy, 
however, velieves King's cooperation with Faisal depends more 
4pon concinued support of Crown Prince by majority other Princes 
than upon awareness consequences of family split. 
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SS 
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OSD 
ARMY King Saud arrived yesterday (June 8) in Jidda and, in ascordance 
NAVY with his custom diring his visits to Jidda for the anrmmal Mecca 
ATR pilgrimage, today received Chiefs of Diplomatic missions, in view of 
sania the reports of disputes with Prince Faisal and other Princes of the 
Blood, in which the views of the latter prevailed, the assembled 
RMR Ambassadors regarded King very closely. The King, cheerfw) and rested, Ms. 
seemed as if he never had had a care in the world. As he did last Us 
year, he contrived to give me a seat of honor without openly infringing 0) 
protocol. He let the five Ambassadors who are senior to me in > 
residence here pass by him to seats on his right, and when I appeared a 
he waved me to the seat on his left, oe 
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SS TO: Secretary of State J 
SP 
INR NO: 1016, June 12, 11 a.m. 
EUR 
P 
UOP SENT DEPARTMENT 1016, REPEATED INFORMATION DHAHRAN 533. 
IRC 
Radic Mecca on June 10 announced its denial of A BBC news item whic? 
OCB repcrted a dispute between King Saud and Prince Faisal, as 
USIA follows: 
CIA 
OSD "The BBC yesterday morning broadcast a news item from the = 
ARMY Arab News Agericy, stating that there is a dispute between his fee 
NAVY Majesty King Saud and His Ritghness Crown Prince Faisal, the fa) 
AIR Prime Minister. The news item continued, quoting the Agency, > 
mentioning a series of supposed events, all based on guess work z 
RMR and supposition. Everything quoted in this news bulletin is ai 
contrary to fact and Saudi Broadcasting Service denies this a 
completely and declares that serenity and amity based on fey) 
brotherliness in all its meanings exist between His Majesty ' 
The King and His Highness the Prime Minister", — 
; : N 
BBC had broadcast June 9 that a dispute had arisen between Ol 
King Saud and Crown Prince Faisal over the King's extravagance o 
and disrespect for. regular governmental channels in arresting 
(AL YAMMAMAH) Editor Hamad Al-Jasser. Report also mentioned 
King's insistence his debts be assumed by Government before 
agreeing to respect proper governmental channels. 
= 
Comment: BBC Broadcast aroused considerable interest in Jidda 
where much discussed and note taken that tone of BBC bulletin 
made Prince Faisal. appear as defender of good Government agai 
a spendthrift King. This has led to speculation that Crown 
Prince Faisal had information planted in Arab News Agency. =— O 
Resulting spate rumors renewed disagreement between King Se > 
and Faisal appear groundless. > 
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FROM: Jjidda 


TO: Secretary of State 


NO: 1047, June 21, 8 a.m. 


SECRET 
Classification Control: 15597 
Rec'd: June 22, 
5339 ity 


SENI DEPARTMENT 1047, REPEATED INFORMATION BONN 9, DHAHRAN 542, 


- 


FRANKFORT 10. 
EMBTELS 846 and 862. 


' Wilson, Director Saudi Airlines, informed me June 20 that 


Destroyed in RM/R 


> 
General Tassan, head Saudi Air Force, had instructed him 
request charter quotation from PAA, TWA and KLM for Super 
Constellation non-stop Jidda-Frankfort for special passengers 
on or about July 4, Exact departure date to be determined no 
later tham June 30. Telegraphic query sent by Wilson June 
19. Wilson added Tassan said charter was for King Saud. 
This first report King's renewed intention visit Germany. 
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TO: Secretary of State 
SS 
SP NO: 1053, June 23, 3 p.m. 
C 
INR * 
H SENT DEPARTMENT 1053, REPEATED INFORMATION BONN 10, DHAHRAN 


EUR 545, FRANKFURT 11 


RMR Re Embassy telegram 1047. 


“J 
I have learned from reliable source His Majesty plans leave : 
Saudi Arabia for Germany July 4 or 7. Lebanese Ambassador > 
El Jisr stated June 21 that arrangements already made ship . 
heavy baggage to Germany by sea. - 
Although King's plans definite, he has been known to change bis. 
travel plans at last moment. 
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Rec'd: June 24, 4959 /: H 
NEA FROM: Jidda 12:01 pryoglyy 5 ie 
Info ; J 


TO: Secretary of State 


Sp NO: 1056, June 24, 1 p.m. 

C 

INR ~“N 

H SENT DEPARTMENT 1056, REPEATED INFORMATION BONN 11, DHAHRAN es) 

EUR 547, ROME 26 m 

P m 
According to reliable source King Saud has changed his plans 7 


RMR regarding flying to Europe and now intends leave Jidda Saturday, 
June 27, via his yatht for Naples from where he will presumably 
proceed Germany. Expected he will be absent from Kingdom fa 
about a month. Shaikh Yusuf Yasin and Prince Mohammed Ibn 1 
Abdul Aziz reportedly planning to accompany the King. 


j 
Comment: Decision use yacht shows King Saud no longer fears 
pass through Egyptian territory. Previously in planning vl 
flights to Europe King had desired avoid UAR territory entirely 

and travel via Sudan. King's decision also raises some specula- 
tion he may stop over in Egypt. Also noted that while in past 

King Saud has dealt with ARAMCO in preparing trips, this month 

he asked Saudi Airlines investigate possibilities chartering 

plane for trip to Germany. 
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FROM: jidda Sag 
De 
SP TO: Secretary of State : aT 


tnR NO: 1058, June 27, 3 p.m. ss 


SENT DEPARTMENT 1058; REPEATED INFORMATION BONN 12, ROME 27, 
RMR DHAHRAN 330 - 


Embassy taiegrams 1047, 1053, 1056. 


At farewell audience fer General Clark June 25, King Saud told 
me he planned visit Freiburg, Germany far about four weeke, @e- 
parting by ‘ia ia yacht after week or so, 


Same day Prince Faisal confirmed to me King's plan viate Ger- 
many, but said date departure uncertain, 


Italian Minister told me he refiably informed royal yacht not in 
shape make voyage and he trying arrange for Italian passenger 
liner accommodate King's party. 
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Prince Thamer bin Abdul Aziz, one of youngest sons King Abdul, 
Aziz, committed suicide Miami Florida June 27. Department is oy 
assisting Embassy in arranging return remains and has conveyed 
condolences Ambassador Khayyal. You may wish similarly express 


sympathy through Foreign Office. 
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JOP RPTD INFO: AmConsul DHAHRAN G-$3 
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OCR 
USIA In anmal speech to pilgrims in Mecca on June 17, 1959 (published “J 
CIA Nadwa June 20) King Saud outlined his policy as: protection of Islam C5 
against principles aiming at its destruction; strengthening relations a 
RMR between Islamic states; expulsion of enemies of Arabs from Palestine, > 
Algeria, and Southern and Southeastern Arabia; and elimination of : 
disputes among Arabs so that Arab Leage can form united front. King ai 
said Saudi Arabia would not resume relations with Franse until Algerians had 
get independence. . ~ 
Comment: These points simply repeat SAG foreign policy statements ” 
of past year. N} 
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June 29, 1989 


Dear Mr. Ambassader: 
I wae extremely sorry to learn yesterday of the 


death in Fleride on Saturday, Jume 27, of His Reyal 
Highness, Prince Thamer bin Abdul Asis. 


I hepe yeu will eenvey te the Reyal Family and 


IN 
the Government the sincerest cendelences fren my AG 
colleagues and myself in the Department ef State. " F fr * 
ef lO = 
Sincerely yours, Bi | sl a 
= 0) 
£5 re i 
Bg N 
William M, Rountree E : - 
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Hie Exeellenay 4 | QR 
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ss AbduDah 01-Khayyal, Sh & 
F 9 105) P. . is 
aubaneador of Saudi Arabia. JUN @ ic 
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salma Prince Mohammed bin Saud Appointed Chief of RoyalDiwan / 


| 
By royal debree dated June 22, 1959 (ct. enclosure) King Saud appointed his | 
‘son, Prince Mohammed bin-Saud, Chiet of the Royal Diwan. This position is far less 
important than it was betore March 1958 when King Saud delegated primary respon- 
sibility and authority for government to Crown Prince Faisal. Salah Sughair, former 
member of the Royal Diwan, said that the appointment was designed to create a 
butfer between Shaikh Youssef Yassim and Prince Faisal. Shaikh Youssef who, along 


~ 
with Royal Adviser Jamal Bey Husseini, has acted as de facto Chief of the Royal 8) 
Diwan is not liked by Prince Faisal. Prince Mo ever, is acceptable to MO 
the Crown Prince and is also amenable to the suggestions of Shaikh Youssef. Tims > 
the appointment placates Prince Faisal and frees Shaikh Youssef to pursue his ° 
machinations without fear of interruption. Other observers speculate that Prince _ 
Mohammed's appointment could be significant it King Saud should fulfill his dream of ~— 
reasserting primary leadership in Saudi Arabia. because it would place him in a ~ 
strong position for eventual succession to the throne. Reports have reached the Ni 
! 


Embassy that King Saud entertains the idea of having Prince Mohammed succeed him 


rather than permit the succession to go to his brothers as stipulated by tormer King 
Abdul Aziz. 


Donald R. Heath 
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From AmEmbassy JIDDA 


Text of the Royal Decree 
As printed in Al~Bilad on June 23, 1959 


The Directorate General of Broadcasting, Press, and Publications has 
announced the following Royal Decree No. 19 dated 12/15/78 (June 22, 1959): 


In the name of Goa, we, Saud ibn Abaul Aziz Al Saud, King 
of the Kingdom of Sandi Arabia, depending on God and in accor- 
dance with the best interests of the country, find it necessary 
to appoint. a chief of our Diwan. We therefore order the 
appointment of my son, Mohammed ibn Sand, Chief of our Royal 
Diwan, asking God to grant him success. 


Royal signature, 


Saud 
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Department appreciates King's desire maintain close liaison Embas 
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We regrety however, we not in position supply information of t 
x x ype 
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requested. You may, through King's representative, at same time nani 
best wishes for King's journey and appreciation at being informed of * 

Prince Mohammad's new position. ~ 
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Action Control: 3781 ©] ' 
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MEA FROM: Jidd July 7,'1959 5. 

Info a 5:38 ant ‘6 j 
TO: Secretary of State se) oem ii 

a _ ¥ Es / 

Sp NO; 9, July 7, 8 a.m. Ate g 

G = Ss ? 

INR 

H SENT DEPARTMENT 9, REPEATED INFORMATION BONN 1, CAIRO 2, 

EUR DHAHRAN 6, ROME 1 

P 

TRC Reliable source in royal entourage informs me King Saud has 


chartered 20,000-ton Greek ship to take him from Jidda to 
CTA Venice. His Majesty will leave Jidda Jyly 10 and be away 
approximately month spending most of time Freiburg but with j 
RMR final week in Geneva; purpose vacation, visit with daughter, > 


and medical examination. King taking 14 autos and party of ° 
50 and may drive from Venice to Freiburg. He will return = 
from Geneva to Jidda by plane. King's insistence on traveling a 
by ship lends credence rumored possibility of meeting with : 
: ee ~“ 
Nasser in Suez as Embassy previously reported. \ 
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SS TO: Secretary of State ; 
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H 
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IR 
A prominent member of the Royal Entourage tells us that King 
OCB does not intend meet Nasser at Suez Canal. as currently oa 
CIA rumored here. Nasser has made several requests to meet with 00 
King, according source, but King has refused. Possible that 0) 
RMR Nasser will send functionary to greet King on way through but J> 
this would be matter of protocol without political significance. ° 
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COMDR TWOADIV DHAHRAN SAUDI ARABIA. (0 
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COMIDEAST FOR BAHREIN. 
RMR 

AMEMBASSY CAIRO FOR US AIR ATTACHE 

SECRET C-50,. FROM USAIR ATTACHE. KING SAUD DEPARTED JIDDA THIS al 

DATE BOARD CHARTERED GREEK YACHT ADRIATIK! OWNERS TYPALDOF = 


BROS. STEAMSHIP CO. REPORTED HE WILL ARRIVE SUEZ ON 17 JULY 
WHERE IT 1S RUMORED HE WILL BE MET BY NASSER AND ACCOMPANY HIM 
STO CAIRO FOR BRIEF VISIT INCLUDING CELEGRATION OF NATIONAL 
me UAR HOLIDAY 23 JULY FOLLOWING WHICH KING EXPECTS TO REBOARD 
2A YACHT AT PORT SAID AND CRUISE MEDITERRANEAN. EARLIER INFORMATION 
Soa? ROYAL PARTY WOULD DEBARK AT VENICE THEN PROCEED BY CARS T 
SWITZERLAND AND FINALLY TO FREIBURG IN BRESGAU GERMANY WHERE 
DAUGHTER HOSPITALIZED FROM SEVER BURNS. PERIOD OF ABSENCE FROM 
COUNTRY ESTIMATED TO BE TWO MONTHS. PRIOR TO DEPARTURE THIS 
ATE KING SAUD ORDERED ROYAL SAUD AIRCRAFT C-47 TO fev A TO 
iN A EET KING ACHMED OF YEMEN REPORTEDLY ARRIVING THERE CPR ROME 


a AND FLY HIM DIRECT FROM ASMARA TO TIAZ UNLESS ACHME BRR UESTS =} 
— “JO LAND ELSEWHERE IN YEMEN. F. 
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restricted. Restrictions on records in the National Archives are stated 
in peneral and specific record group restriction statements which are 
available for examination. The item identified above has been withdrawn 


because it contains: 
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Enclosed is a copy of the statement of the King's riyal account under 


the stabilization fund for the period ending June 30, 1959. 
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From 


NEDERLANDSCHE HANDEL-—MAATSCHAPPIJ, N.V. 
Djeddah 


Dear Sir: 


We herewith inform you that your riyals account on our books 
shows a balance of? 


Riyals 4, 000, 000.00 


in your favour after close of today's business. 


Yours faithfully, 


NEDERLANDSCHE HANDEL-MAATSCHAPPIJ, 
(Netherlands Trading Society) 


Djeddah Agency 


Tot HeM. The King of Saudi Arabia 
Stabilization Fund 
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TO 
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Princes Talal and Nawwaf ibn Abdul Aziz plan to publish a newspaper to 
further their hopes of creating a popular image of the Saudi royal family as 
paternally interested in the well-being of all their subjects. These two full 
brothers, who have a far more modern and businesslike approach to life than 
most of the royal family, were, according to widespread rumor and Beirut's 
Al-Kifah (April 23) refused permission to publish in Riyadh (Prince Faisal 
has ordered that each city in the Kingdom be Jimited to one newspaper). How- 
ever, Prince Nawwaf told the Embassy Air Attache recently (cf reference despatch) 
that they were still vvonsidering establishing a newspaper. Ahmad Sadiq Najib, 
owner of the Al-Sharg printing press,- Jidda, confirmed to PAO, Jidda, that 
they plan to publish a Jidda newspaper and that Najib himself hopes to run it. 
(Najib asked the PAO whether the United States Government could grant him a 
scholarship to study American printing administration and press methods for 
this purposes) When reminded of Prince Faisal's order limiting newspapers to 
one per city, Najib smiled and said, "Prince Talal is no small wheel in 
this country. He has his own opinions and views which he and his brother 
Nawwaf want to air." 
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COMMENT: In view of Prince Faisal's order limiting each city to one 
newspaper, and the usual laxity of Saudi Princes in following up their schemes, 
the Embassy doubis that the Princes' projected newspaper will be produced in 
the near future, if at all. ee 
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that if convenient to arrange 
In context US relations with Saudi Arabia, Dept believes/it would be 


es 
= 2 


helpful for Ambassador or DCM rpt DCM pay courtesy call on King Saud who 


rise 


now undergoing medical treatment Freiburg. Saudi Embassy here has suggeste 


ghee: TVELNEQ 


either Ambassador Zikri or Secretary Hussaini of Saudi Embassy Bonn, both 
of whom accompanying King, could assist in arranging call. 
We have no specific matters which desire raise but believe it would 


be appropriate for ranking US official express USG concern His Majesty's 
health, 


Fy / 1° v9el 


FYI — We wish avoid giving any impression that purpose call is establi 
ment channel communications for use during King's absence from Saudi Arabia 


6Ss82 


but should King desire convey any message you should of course be receptive, 
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END FYI. 
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Ge) DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
TELEPHONE, 


Memorandum of (Po nietetian 


DATE: August 3, 1959 


SUBJECT: Theft of $3800 from Two Saudi Princes 


PARTICIPANTS: Mr. Farid Basrawi, Counselor of Saudi Arabian Embassy 
Mr. Armin H. Meyer, Deputy Director, Office of Near Fastern Affairs 
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Mr. Rasrawi said he was calling at the request of the Saudi Ambassador i 
to report an incident which happened in Los Angeles on August 1. Prince Ahmad : 
and Frince Satam, brothers of King Saud, were quartered in the Statler Hilton 5 
Hotel when their room was broken into, their luggage rifled, and $3800 stolen. 3 


The Saudi Ambassador wished the State Department to know of this incident. hi 
While noting that the police authorities in Los Angeles were already at work on P 
the case, the Saudi Ambassador hoped that the State Department would take an 


interest in the case to assure ful) police attention. 


=e matter has been brought to the attention of the Department's SY 
authorities. ) 
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